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NATIONAL PRESIDENT REPORT 

  
Bob Ireland, Melbourne Norwesters   

It is with great pleasure that I put pen to paper 
to place some of my thoughts before you.  
Firstly, I would like to thank Wendy Smith for 
agreeing to be our Secretary/Treasurer, and 
Sandy Harmer for continuing as our 
International Relations Officer.   

Wendy keeps me on my toes, either sending me 
emails or phoning me most weeks to make sure 
that I am doing what I am meant to do. She is 
the organised one, and those of you who know 

me well, will understand why I asked her to undertake the role.  Thanks 
Wendy!  

While still thanking people, I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally thank Malcolm and his team from Wyong Apex 40 Club, for 
organising and pulling off a wonderful Rort and Post Rort Tour.  I 
believe all that attended had a good time, particularly those who 
remember 'Fawlty Towers'!  

On a lighter note, I have been very busy over the last 6 weeks, as Rita 
over balanced while we were cleaning our son's backyard, and ended up 
with a very bad break of her left arm, requiring a plate to be inserted at 
the shoulder, and lots of physiotherapy. I have become 'chief cook and 
bottle washer', and haven't been able to continue to do volunteering work 
at Kinglake in the aftermath of Black Saturday, and take my grand 
children to and from school, but I hope to return there soon.  

This month, I will be attending the Apex National Convention in Perth 
as the guest of National President Paul Galagher.  We arranged this at 
Wyong during the Rort.  One of the things that will be foremost in my 
discussions with him and his board, will be the formation of the Apex 
Founders Club.    

The following is extracted from the latest copy of The Apexian 
(Autumn 2009).     

'APEX wishes to announce the Apex Founders Club, the vehicle for 
all past members of APEX to reunite.  .......... 
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Apex Life Governor Tom Chapman said, "The aim of the Apex 
Founders Club is to give opportunity to our past members to 
reconnect with the association, and renew acquaintances. 
Many of us became successful in life after Apex and we owe much of 
this success to the friendship and growth we achieved through 
service."   

The catch cry of the Apex Founders Club is "Fellowship for Life", 
an opportunity to rediscover those friendships lost but not 
forgotten.'.   

As you can see, there would appear to be a lot of overlap in our aims, 
and target membership.  I will keep you informed of the results of my 
discussions.  

We have been asked by Goondiwindi Apex Club if we would assist in 
running an Apex 40 luncheon in conjunction with the Apex Queensland  
State Convention in January 2010, so if any of our members will be 

attending, or are able to attend, please let me know.  

NATIONAL SECRETARY / TREASURER 

 

Wendy Smith  

Heaven forbid - I have to follow in the 
footsteps of a Secretary Extraordinaire .  
Pamela, after looking through all those 
beautifully presented journals, do I detect a 
hint

 

of I.T. expertise?  

Barry Richardson 

 

I have received my first 
call on the Gold telephone.  

I take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Wyong Rort Committee for presenting such an 
enjoyable weekend.  The long hours of hard 
work paid off handsomely.  

Mary and Alan Bach continue to produce a great newsletter. This vitally 
important publication is, for some members, the main source of 
communication they have with our organisation.  Please keep sending 
your Branch news items in for publication.   
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & APEX LIAISON REPORT

  
Wyong club members had a 
wonderful time at our Rort and 
were very happy (and relieved!) 
that you all enjoyed yourselves.  
The weather was excellent but 
sorry about the Post Rort Tour 
weather!!  We look forward to 
seeing Bendigo in its autumn 
colours next year.  

Congratulations to Bob Ireland 
and Wendy Smith for being 
elected to the National Executive  

Sandy and Darrol in action at the Wyong Rort 

and a special congratulations to Wendy for her second stint as National 
Secretary/Treasurer.  

Because of the larger than expected registrations, Wyong club made a 
small profit from the Rort and the National Executive has approved the 
donations made to the suggested charities.  We also gave $600 to the 
National Executive for the specific purpose of helping an Executive 
member with expenses to attend the National Convention of Apex.  

We need to keep this reconnection alive and would encourage future 
Rort hosts to also think along similar lines.  

It was great to see our Apex colleagues from Western Australia (thanks 
for such short speeches at the AGM, guys!) and National President, Paul 
Gallagher, and his wife, Vicki.    

Thanks to our Kiwi friends again - we really appreciate them making the 
effort each year to join us.  In 2011, it will be our turn to visit them, see 
their awesome country and enjoy their hospitality.  So get your thinking 
caps on for some international flavoured skits!  

Darrol and I are off tomorrow for a four month trip around Australia in 
our caravan and hope to see some of you on the road!  

Sandy Harmer, Wyong Apex 40. 
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AROUND the CLUBS

  
Maryborough, Queensland 

 
Brian Fulmer, President. 

Twenty nine members of Maryborough Apex 40 travelled to Bundaberg 
for a weekend (March 14/15) of discovery & fellowship. TC Hamish 
had finally dissipated & cleared the coast & the weather was ideal. First 
to be visited was the Bundaberg Barrel , the visitors centre of 
Bundaberg Ginger Beer 

 
a truly Queensland icon. The centre traces the 

history of ginger beer from the days of Marco Polo with interactive 
touch screens & follows with a tasting of some 14 different drinks 
naturally brewed on site.   


